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St Augustine’s CE Primary school                        
                                                             				  
Year 5 Newsletter

Spring 2
Greetings for the return of Spring 2 in Year 5. I sincerely hope that both you and your child have been able to recharge and rejuvenate and are eager for another action-packed and thrilling half-term.
Nourishing reminders for parents and pupils on healthy eating

The school is committed to providing an environment that promotes healthy eating and enables children to make informed choices about the food they eat. We believe that what children eat affects how they learn, how they feel and how they behave.

Healthy packed lunches, fruit snacks and water are encouraged within the school day. Sweets and fizzy drinks are not permitted in school. The school does not allow sweets or other foods high in sugar or fat to be used as a reward for good behaviour or other achievements. Other methods of positive reinforcement are used in school, which may include cooking activities.

Please remember that we are a nut-free school. Kindly ensure that your child does not bring any nuts or nut-based products, such as Nutella.

Reminder of routines

Children should arrive at school between 8:45 a.m. and 8:55 a.m. every day. On Fridays, the school day will officially start at 8:50 a.m. (previously 9:00 a.m.) and finish at 2:40 p.m. (previously 3:30 p.m.), although children may still arrive from 8:45 a.m. From Monday to Thursday, the school day will end at 3:30 p.m. Children need to be in their classroom by 8:55 a.m. so that lessons can begin promptly. Arriving late can disadvantage children, as they miss the start of the day with their classmates and the beginning of lessons, which may leave them unsettled or confused about tasks. It is therefore essential that your child arrives on time to avoid disrupting their own learning and that of others.

Please ensure that your child brings only a coat, book bag, water bottle, and packed lunch (if not having a school dinner). It is recommended to include a piece of fruit or a vegetable for break. Children are not permitted to bring toys, games, or their own stationery.

English: Writing

During this half term, pupils will be engaged in a diverse range of writing activities. In the first unit, focusing on narrative writing, they will embark on a captivating journey of crafting a science-fiction story set on an alien planet. Pupils will meticulously describe the alien planet's intricacies based on stimulus images and then create their own unique settings. The narrative composition will emphasise the importance of text structure and organisation, encouraging pupils to integrate dialogue, disrupt plot sequences for effect, and skilfully use structural features such as repetition. The second unit shifts to non-fiction, specifically a reflective memoir inspired by "Hidden Figures" by Margot Lee Shetterly. Pupils will develop introductions and conclusions, provide detailed and engaging event descriptions, and organise their writing chronologically. The final unit involves researching and writing a biography of a strong female role model, providing pupils with an opportunity to delve into the lives of inspiring figures like Malala Yousafzai. Throughout these units, pupils will refine their writing skills, incorporating a variety of sentence structures, mastering grammar and punctuation, and honing their ability to edit and proofread their own and others' writing for clarity and effectiveness.

English: Reading

The children will maintain a regular reading routine at school, involving independent reading, guided group reading, and whole-class reading sessions, as well as enjoying stories being read aloud to them. For whole-class reading, they will explore Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (non-fiction) and The Jamie Blake Equation by Christopher Edge (fiction). Throughout this term, their reading fluency will continue to develop, with an increasing focus on understanding more complex texts at a deeper level. They will refine a range of skills, including inference, prediction, and summarisation, enabling them to explore the meaning and subtleties of the texts in greater depth.

Maths

This half term in Maths, the children will develop their skills in multiplication and division by solving problems, using short division, dividing 4-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers, working with remainders and applying efficient division methods. They will use these skills to answer a range of reasoning and problem-solving questions. In Fractions, they will multiply unit and non-unit fractions and mixed numbers by integers, calculate fractions of quantities, find the whole and use fractions as operators. In Decimals and Percentages, the children will work with decimals up to two decimal places and thousandths, explore equivalent fractions and decimals, order and compare decimals, round to the nearest whole number and to one decimal place, and understand percentages and their links to fractions and decimals. In Perimeter and Area, they will calculate the perimeter of rectangles, rectilinear shapes and polygons, find the area of rectangles and compound shapes, and estimate area.

RE

The Religious Education (RE) topic for this half-term is titled "What happens in churches during Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday" This unit's focus will centre around the questions: “What happens in churches during Ash Wednesday? What happens in churches on Palm Sunday? What happens in churches on Maundy Thursday? What happens in churches on Good Friday? What happens in churches on Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday? Why are rituals important to a believer’s life?”

Science

This half term, the science unit is Forces and Space: Earth and Space, where pupils will explore the movement of the Earth, planets, and Moon, as well as the causes of day and night. They will learn about the geocentric and heliocentric models, the orbits and shapes of celestial bodies, and how the force of gravity keeps them in place. Pupils will also investigate the phases of the Moon, the reasons for seasons, and how sundials measure time. Additionally, they will examine the role of satellites and the impact of space junk while developing their scientific enquiry skills through modelling, data analysis, and diagram drawing.

History

This half term, the history unit is British History: What was Life Like in Tudor England?, where pupils will explore key figures, events, and daily life in the Tudor period. They will examine sources such as portraits, written records, and inventories to interpret the character of Henry VIII, analyse his marriages, and understand power and punishment in Tudor society. Pupils will also investigate Queen Elizabeth I’s use of royal progress as propaganda and explore how inventories reveal details about the wealth and status of ordinary Tudor people. Through this, they will develop their historical enquiry skills, including source analysis, chronology, and evaluating evidence.

Design and Technology

This half term, the design and technology unit is Making a Pop-Up Book, where pupils will design and create their own interactive books using a variety of mechanisms and structures. They will develop their ideas through storyboarding, carefully plan each page, and construct their books using sliders, pivots, and folds to produce movement. Pupils will also learn how to use layers and spacers to conceal mechanical elements for a polished, aesthetically pleasing result. Throughout the unit, they will refine their practical skills, follow a design brief with accuracy, and evaluate their own work and that of others to suggest improvements.

MFL – Spanish

In the Do You Have a Pet? Spanish unit, pupils will develop the skills to talk about the pets they have or do not have in Spanish, both orally and in writing. They will progress from using the 1st person singular to the 3rd person singular verb forms, enabling them to describe their pet’s name and use conjunctions with greater confidence. By the end of the unit, pupils will have a solid understanding of the vocabulary related to pets and be able to use basic grammar concepts such as gender, determiners, and plurality more effectively.

PSHE

In the Rights and Respect PSHE unit, pupils will learn about their rights, respect, and duties in relation to their health. They will also explore making decisions about lending, borrowing, and spending to understand the impact of these choices.

Computing

In the Data & Information: Flat-file Databases unit, pupils will learn to design, create, and manage simple databases. They will develop skills in entering, sorting, and searching data to better organise and interpret information.

Music

This half term, the music unit is Compositions for the Festival of Colour, where pupils will explore how music can represent colours and emotions, inspired by the Holi festival. They will experiment with vocal compositions, graphic scores, and musical elements to create their own pieces based on images and colours. Pupils will develop their ability to describe music using precise vocabulary, refine their compositions through discussion and feedback, and work collaboratively to perform a group piece. Through this, they will deepen their understanding of pitch, dynamics, tempo, and timbre while enhancing their creative and expressive skills.

PE

Physical Education (PE) sessions will take place on Thursday mornings, with swimming lessons on Tuesday afternoons. On these days, pupils should attend school wearing their PE kit, which comprises a white polo shirt, navy shorts or jogging trousers and black trainers without any coloured trim. On non-PE days, pupils are expected to wear the correct school uniform, which for Key Stage 2 includes a white shirt and tie, rather than a polo shirt. 
During PE sessions, pupils will engage in a variety of activities, including football, to enhance their physical fitness, teamwork, and coordination skills.

Homework

Pupils will receive weekly homework in English, usually focused on grammar, spelling, science or history/geography, and mathematics. This homework will be sent home every Friday. The homework must be submitted by the following Wednesday. Please assist your child with the homework if you are able, but also encourage independence. If you have any questions regarding the homework, please let us know.

Home-school Reading

Each week, children will bring home a book that is appropriate for their current reading level. Please read with them and discuss what they have read for at least 20 minutes every day. Your child will continue to bring home their reading record, please use it to make note of what they have read and to add your own comments. The reading record should be returned to school daily to be checked, and we will provide a comment on Wednesdays when the homework is returned.

Key Dates

	Date
	Event

	Monday 23rd February 2026
	First Day of Half-Term

	Thursday 5th March 2026
	World Book Day

	Date TBC
	Great Exhibition: Big Ideas Workshop (AM)

	Thursday 19th March 2026
	Year 5 Class Assembly

	Friday 20st March 2026
	Red Nose Day / Comic Relief 

	Friday 27th March 2026
	Last Day of Half-Term



If you have any concerns you would like to discuss with us, please schedule an appointment with the school office.

Best wishes,

Miss Adams
Miss Hameed
Miss Sharon
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