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St Augustine’s CE Primary school                        
                                                             				  
Year 5 Newsletter

Summer 1

Welcome back to Summer 1 in Year 5! I trust everyone had a wonderful Easter break, filled with relaxation and joy. Now, as we embrace the warmer weather and longer days, I hope both you and your child are energised and ready for an exciting and adventure-filled half-term ahead.

Nourishing reminders for parents and pupils on healthy eating

The school is committed to providing an environment that promotes healthy eating and enables children to make informed choices about the food they eat. We believe that what children eat affects how they learn, how they feel and how they behave.

Healthy packed lunches, fruit snacks and water are encouraged within the school day. Sweets and fizzy drinks are not permitted in school. The school does not allow sweets or other foods high in sugar or fat to be used as a reward for good behaviour or other achievements. Other methods of positive reinforcement are used in school, which may include cooking activities.

Please remember that we are a nut-free school. Kindly ensure that your child does not bring any nuts or nut-based products, such as Nutella.

Reminder of routines

Children should arrive at school between 8:45 a.m. and 8:55 a.m. every day. On Fridays, the school day will officially start at 8:50 a.m. (previously 9:00 a.m.) and finish at 2:40 p.m. (previously 3:30 p.m.), although children may still arrive from 8:45 a.m. From Monday to Thursday, the school day will end at 3:30 p.m. Children need to be in their classroom by 8:55 a.m. so that lessons can begin promptly. Arriving late can disadvantage children, as they miss the start of the day with their classmates and the beginning of lessons, which may leave them unsettled or confused about tasks. It is therefore essential that your child arrives on time to avoid disrupting their own learning and that of others.

Please ensure that your child brings only a coat, book bag, water bottle, and packed lunch (if not having a school dinner). It is recommended to include a piece of fruit or a vegetable for break. Children are not permitted to bring toys, games, or their own stationery.

English: Writing

During this half term, children will undergo a multifaceted exploration encompassing non-fiction and narrative writing. Unit 1 delves into non-fiction with a focus on composing a newspaper report about a local tornado, spanning two weeks. Students will grasp text structure and organisation, plan and draft effectively, refine sentence structures, grammar, and punctuation, and enrich vocabulary through editing and proofreading. Unit 2 transitions to explanatory writing, where students will elucidate the formation of deserts, honing similar skills tailored to the explanatory genre. Lastly, Unit 3 immerses students in narrative writing, where they'll emulate Marcus Sedgewick's style by crafting a new chapter for "Floodland," refining narrative elements and language proficiency through planning, drafting, and editing. Across these units, students will progressively enhance their writing prowess, from informative reports to captivating narratives, fostering a comprehensive proficiency in English writing.

English: Reading

This half term, the text focus is Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick. The children will follow a regular reading routine, including independent reading, guided group sessions, and whole-class reading, as well as enjoying stories read aloud. Their reading fluency will continue to develop, with a focus on understanding more challenging texts and practising skills such as inference, prediction, and summarisation. In writing, they will be encouraged to compose a new chapter for Floodland, using Sedgwick’s narrative style to create atmosphere, build tension, and include vivid descriptions, thereby deepening their understanding of storytelling and the author’s voice.

Maths

This term, pupils in mathematics will explore decimals and percentages, perimeter and area, shape, and statistics, developing a broad and connected understanding of key mathematical concepts. They will work with decimals up to three decimal places, convert between fractions, decimals, and percentages, and apply their knowledge to reasoning and problem-solving tasks. In measurement, pupils will calculate the perimeter of rectangles, polygons, and compound shapes, as well as estimate and determine areas accurately. In shape, they will classify, measure, and calculate angles, and explore the properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes. In statistics, they will draw, read, and interpret line graphs, tables, two-way tables, and timetables to analyse data effectively. These topics provide a strong foundation for numerical fluency, spatial reasoning, and data interpretation, equipping pupils with strategies to tackle a wide range of mathematical challenges.

Science

In the "Forces and space: Imbalanced forces" science unit, children will explore the fundamental concepts of gravity, friction, air resistance, and water resistance, and their respective impacts. Throughout the unit, they will develop a thorough understanding of these forces, including their effects on objects and the relationship between mass, surface area, and resistance. Additionally, pupils will investigate how to make objects more aerodynamic or streamlined and analyse the effects of levers, pulleys, and simple machines on movement. They will also hone their scientific inquiry skills by planning fair tests, analysing data, writing conclusions, and drawing accurate diagrams and graphs to represent their findings effectively. Through engaging lessons designed to encourage active exploration, children will deepen their understanding of forces and their practical applications in the world around them.

Geography

In the "Would you like to live in the desert?" geography curriculum, children will embark on a comprehensive journey to understand the hot desert biome. Beginning with Lesson 1, they'll delve into the defining characteristics of desert environments. Lesson 2 will see them locating deserts worldwide, while Lesson 3 will focus on detailing the physical features inherent to desert landscapes. Moving forward, Lesson 4 will elucidate the myriad ways humans utilise deserts, followed by an exploration of threats to these delicate ecosystems in Lesson 5. Finally, in Lesson 6, children will engage in a comparative analysis of desert habitats with other environments, fostering a nuanced understanding of the complexities surrounding desert living and the broader environmental considerations therein.

RE

The Religious Education (RE) topic for this half-term is titled: "How did the final five human Sikh Gurus contribute to shaping Sikhism?"

Computing

This term, pupils will be introduced to vector graphics as part of the Creating Media unit. They will learn how to create and manipulate digital images using geometric shapes, building their understanding of how graphics are constructed and edited.

Art

In art, pupils will explore sculpture and 3D work through the theme Interactive Installation. They will experiment with form, space, and materials to create pieces that encourage interaction and response from the viewer.

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education)

This term’s theme is Being My Best, covering the following key areas:

· Growing independence and taking ownership
· Keeping myself healthy
· Media awareness and safety
· My community

Pupils will reflect on their choices, build resilience, and understand their role and responsibilities in different settings.

Music

Pupils will explore the world of looping and remixing, using technology and instruments to create layered compositions and develop an understanding of musical structure and rhythm.

Modern Foreign Languages – Spanish

This term's topic is My Home (Mi Casa). Pupils will learn vocabulary and simple sentence structures to describe their home and household items, developing both spoken and written language skills.

PE

This term, pupils will focus on athletics, developing key skills in running, jumping, and throwing. PE lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons, with swimming on Tuesdays. Pupils should come to school in their PE kit on Thursdays (white polo shirt, navy shorts or jogging trousers, and black trainers with no coloured trim). On Tuesdays, please ensure children bring a towel, swimming cap, and goggles for their swimming sessions.

Homework

Pupils will receive weekly homework in English, usually focused on grammar, spelling, science or history/geography, and mathematics. This homework will be sent home every Friday and will include an optional task titled "Why Don't You?" The homework must be submitted by the following Wednesday. Please assist your child with the homework if you are able, but also encourage independence. If you have any questions regarding the homework, please let us know.

Home-school Reading

Each week, children will bring home a book that is appropriate for their current reading level. Please read with them and discuss what they have read for at least 20 minutes every day. Your child will continue to bring home their reading record, please use it to make note of what they have read and to add your own comments. The reading record should be returned to school daily to be checked, and we will provide a comment on Wednesdays when the homework is returned.

Key Dates

	Date
	Event

	Tuesday 13th April 2026
	Start of Summer Term 1 (Half Term)

	Monday 4th May 2026
	Bank Holiday – School Closed 

	Tuesday 5th May 2026
	Personal Hygiene and Puberty Workshop

	Friday 22nd May 2026
	Last Day of Half-Term



If you have any concerns you would like to discuss with us, please schedule an appointment with the school office.

Best wishes,

Miss Adams 
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