
[image: ]

St Augustine’s CE Primary school                        
                                                             				  
Year 5 Newsletter

Summer 2

Welcome back to Summer 2 in Year 5! I trust everyone had a wonderful break, filled with relaxation and joy. Now, as we embrace the warmer weather and longer days, I hope both you and your child are energised and ready for an exciting and adventure-filled half-term ahead.

Nourishing reminders for parents and pupils on healthy eating

The school is committed to providing an environment that promotes healthy eating and enables children to make informed choices about the food they eat. We believe that what children eat affects how they learn, how they feel and how they behave.

Healthy packed lunches, fruit snacks and water are encouraged within the school day. Sweets and fizzy drinks are not permitted in school. The school does not allow sweets or other foods high in sugar or fat to be used as a reward for good behaviour or other achievements. Other methods of positive reinforcement are used in school, which may include cooking activities.

Please remember that we are a nut-free school. Kindly ensure that your child does not bring any nuts or nut-based products, such as Nutella.

Reminder of routines

Children should arrive at school between 8:45 a.m. and 8:55 a.m. every day. On Fridays, the school day will officially start at 8:50 a.m. (previously 9:00 a.m.) and finish at 2:40 p.m. (previously 3:30 p.m.), although children may still arrive from 8:45 a.m. From Monday to Thursday, the school day will end at 3:30 p.m. Children need to be in their classroom by 8:55 a.m. so that lessons can begin promptly. Arriving late can disadvantage children, as they miss the start of the day with their classmates and the beginning of lessons, which may leave them unsettled or confused about tasks. It is therefore essential that your child arrives on time to avoid disrupting their own learning and that of others.

Please ensure that your child brings only a coat, book bag, water bottle, and packed lunch (if not having a school dinner). It is recommended to include a piece of fruit or a vegetable for break. Children are not permitted to bring toys, games, or their own stationery.

English: Writing

This half term, Year 5 will embark on an exciting writing journey, starting with narrative writing by exploring Norse Myths by Kevin Crossley-Holland. They will retell myths from a character’s viewpoint and create their own myths to explain natural phenomena, focusing on structuring their texts, developing characters, and using dialogue to advance the plot.

They will then move on to writing evaluative reports, such as a non-chronological report about a hoverbike. The focus will be on technical accuracy, cohesive text structures, and formal language. Pupils will learn to plan and draft effectively, using organisational devices such as sub-headings and bullet points.

Finally, pupils will write a playscript for a new act based on Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones, using dramatic conventions and refining their skills in dialogue and stage directions. Across these units, pupils will enhance their writing abilities, mastering a variety of styles from engaging narratives to detailed reports, while developing skills in planning, drafting, and editing with creativity and precision.

English: Reading

The children will maintain a regular reading routine in school, including independent reading, guided group reading and whole-class reading sessions. For guided reading, the class will study Wild Boy.

They will also have opportunities to enjoy listening to stories read aloud. Throughout the term, their reading fluency will continue to develop, with an increasing focus on understanding more complex texts in greater depth.

Pupils will develop and apply a range of key comprehension skills, including retrieval of information, understanding vocabulary in context, summarising and making inferences. They will also explore authorial intent, justify opinions using evidence from the text and make predictions based on what they have read. In addition, pupils will practise clarifying meaning, identifying key themes and comparing ideas across different texts.

Maths

This half term in Maths, pupils will cover a range of key topics designed to develop fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills. In Statistics, they will interpret and construct line graphs, tables, two-way tables and timetables, supported by reasoning and problem-solving questions.

They will then move on to Shape, focusing on understanding angles, measuring and drawing angles accurately, classifying angles, and working with polygons and 3-D shapes. In Position and Direction, pupils will work with coordinates, translation, reflection and symmetry.

In Decimals, pupils will practise all four operations with decimals, including multiplying and dividing by powers of 10. In Negative Numbers, they will develop their understanding of numbers below zero, including ordering and calculating across zero.

In Converting Units, pupils will convert between metric and imperial units, and apply their knowledge to real-life contexts such as time and measurement. Finally, in Volume, they will explore cubic centimetres, estimating and comparing volume and capacity, alongside ongoing arithmetic practice to secure calculation fluency.

Science

In Science this half term, Year 5 will be learning about the human life cycle in a unit called Animals: Human Timeline. Pupils will explore how humans grow and change from birth to old age, including puberty, growth measurements and gestation periods. They will also take part in a practical investigation titled Making Connections: Does the size of an asteroid affect the diameter of its impact crater?, where they will apply their scientific enquiry skills to explore cause and effect in an engaging, hands-on way.

RE

The Religious Education (RE) topic for this half-term How do Muslims live and embrace their faith in a diverse world? Pupils will explore how Muslims express their beliefs through daily practices, celebrations, and community life, while also learning about the importance of respect and understanding in a multicultural society.

History

This half term, Year 5 will dive into a history unit titled What is the legacy of the Ancient Greek civilisation? They will explore how the Ancient Greeks have influenced the modern world, learning about democracy, philosophy, myths, gods, and life in Athens and Sparta.

Modern Foreign Languages – Spanish

In MFL (Spanish) this half term, Year 5 will be starting a unit called Romans (I). Pupils will learn key vocabulary and phrases linked to Roman history, helping them to build their language skills while making cross-curricular links with history.

Design and Technology (DT)

This half term in DT, Year 5 will be focusing on cooking and nutrition through the unit What Could Be Healthier? Pupils will learn about the process of beef production, research a traditional recipe and explore ways to make it healthier by adding nutritional value. They will also prepare and cook their own version of a Bolognese sauce, developing their understanding of balanced meals and practical cooking skills.

Computing

In Computing, pupils will be learning about Programming B: Selection in Quizzes. They will explore how selection is used in coding to create interactive quizzes, developing their problem-solving and logical thinking skills while applying key programming concepts.

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education)

In PSHE this half term, Year 5 will be focusing on the topic Growing and Changing. Pupils will explore how to manage difficult feelings, cope with change and understand how their emotions can help keep them safe. They will also learn when and how to seek help, building their confidence and emotional resilience.

Music

In Music this half term, Year 5 will be exploring musical theatre. Pupils will learn how singing, acting and dancing come together to create a performance. They will explore key features of musical theatre, identify different types of songs, and work collaboratively to create and perform scenes that tell a story through music and movement.

PE

PE lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons, focusing on Cricket and Tennis this term. Swimming will take place on Tuesday afternoons. Pupils should come to school in their PE kit on Thursdays (white polo shirt, navy shorts or jogging trousers, and black trainers with no coloured trim). On Tuesdays, please ensure children bring a towel, swimming cap, and goggles for their swimming sessions.

Homework

Pupils will receive weekly homework in English, usually focused on grammar, spelling, science or history/geography, and mathematics. This homework will be sent home every Friday. The homework must be submitted by the following Wednesday. Please assist your child with the homework if you are able, but also encourage independence. If you have any questions regarding the homework, please let us know.

Home-school Reading

Each week, children will bring home a book that is appropriate for their current reading level. Please read with them and discuss what they have read for at least 20 minutes every day. Your child will continue to bring home their reading record, please use it to make note of what they have read and to add your own comments. The reading record should be returned to school daily to be checked, and we will provide a comment on Wednesdays when the homework is returned.

Key Dates

	Date
	Event

	Monday 1st June 2026
	First day of term for pupils

	Thursday 18th June 2026
	Year 5 Class Assembly

	Friday 26th June 2026
	Diversity Day

	Monday 29th June 2026
	British Museum Trip 

	Date to be confirmed
	Sports Day 

	Friday 17th July 2026
	Year 5 Bullying Awareness Champion Workshop

	Wednesday 22nd July 2026
	Last day of term (School closes at 12:30 pm)



If you have any concerns you would like to discuss with us, please schedule an appointment with the school office.

Best wishes,

Miss Adams
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